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From the Chairman 2008 — Year of the Rat

In the Chinese Zodiax, 2008 is the year of the rat. In that astrological system the rat is associated
with aggression, wealth, charm and order, yet also associated with death, war, the occult,
pestilence, and atrocities. | tend to associate the rat with the latter two characteristics — pestilence,
and atrocities. Particularly atrocities against our feathered friends not to mention the regenerating
bush, lizards, and insects.

For the Motu Kaikoura Trust, 2008 will also be the year of the rat. The year that we successfully
eradicate, we hope, all the rats from the island. Preparation for this event has been going on for
more than 18 months. Planning, resource consents, logistics, monitoring tracks, base surveys all
needing to be completed. Finally all done and the aerial bait drop programmed for sometime
between July and September. But it was touch and go. We received our final resource consent
from the Auckland City Council at the beginning of May only days before the last deadline for
placing the order for the rat bait.

The operation will involve some 18.5 tonnes of Pestoff 20R — a brodificoum based poison which
will be spread aerially by helicopter. While the drops themselves (two) should only take a day each
we need fine weather either side of each drop to give the bait time to do its thing. The bait quickly
breaks down when wet. We like to think, of course, that it will be all over by the end of July but
hope for the best but prepare otherwise. This is the reason we will be closing the island for so
long. As you can imagine all of this is quite costly. We expect to spend over $250,000 on this
project alone and are indebted to the ASB Community Trusts for the grant that enables us to make
it happen.

My thanks also to our two consultants Jo Ritchie and Phil Thomson for the expertise and
enthusiasm that they have brought to this project.

Here’s hoping for success and of course being able to keep the island rat free — a further challenge
for the Trust and the visitors to the island.

Regards and thanks for your ongoing support.

Harry Doig



Tena ra koutou katoa,

The long settled summer weather has broken ancoingtdown to rat eradication is on. There aréastil
few tasks to complete but nothing that is goingatd us up.

The local hunting team have just completed angtkeod on the fallow deer and are confident the
remaining numbers are very low, perhaps a dozenasiat most. We will continue to feed maize and
hopefully remove a few more before the start ofrtiteeradication. With numbers so low economicy pla
part and we believe the 'softly softly catchee ne&'ikapproach to be the least expensive at this.stég
will monitor the deer population after the rat ecation and may plan another hunt in Oct/Nov.

Watching the regeneration of plants and grasses e¢ally satisfying given the long history ofefiand high
stock numbersmuehlenbeckiaon the coaskumerahau on the slips and clay banks and lotyoiing

kowhai coming up in the long grass in the inner harb@ysb Alsoyoung tawapouandmairehau noticed
during hunting by Stan.

Our weed program this past summer has seepetti@inkle treated at Bradshaws Results show about 80%
killed. This should be repeated next summer andieca volunteer digging program to finish it off.?
Elephant earis down to small plants and shoots and will neélxamore years to eliminate it completely.
Apple of sodomon the point is still regrowing each year but &'small area and easy to keep an eye on.

Pampaswas given a major hit this year with the helpred DoC weed team. All the major coastal sites
were treated and most of the isolated ones. Ttseytedated Nelson Island and Motuhaku. | was ingaes
with their efforts, (I suggested a helicopter) offutting in an hour or more preparation into nggropes
and safety lines to attack an area over the edgarafoastal cliffs. They also found and treatedgsd moth
plants including a large one in a steep gully veé®radshaws .Moth plant will need a plan of attémk

next summer, and Pampas will be on going, but th€ @2am have given us a real boost this year ore som
ugly sites.Thanks to Gorge Wilson and his team of Alex, Hiku ad Jordan.

Young pinesappearing on our slips and exposed clay bankargy eye a pressing weed problem that
needs attention and a long term plan.Thanks al#wetdRC team for the recent weed team visit.

Banded rail numbers have grown around the lodge
and | wonder if it is the meat in their diet thals

as during hunting periods we have often found
them in the bones and scrap bins at the back door.I
also found thaKaka don't eat peaches, they just
mash them up for the juice. This was discovered
after the Mule was left parked under the peach tree
for two days. What a mess with peach pulp blobs
all over it.

Hunting coincided with a lot dfereru action in the first week along the western baysiandr harbour.
These were adult birds with young ones doing tfisit flying and some not too graceful landingghe
trees. It shows we have a healthy breeding bastdduture.

Our Blue Reef Heronshowed up again recently around the pontoonjnsévery year, alone.

If we have bees on the island and on Motuhaku tle@snean we don’t have the varoaa mite out hiere?
put this question to our local bee keeper Brucét&d\hiho has hives about two kilometers away onliSel
property. Bruce doubts very much that these woaltiib bees so it is possible we have wild hivesdaha
varoaa free.

| was involved in some of the preliminary work IoBI pre rat eradication but left before the projstarted
so | am looking forward to our project this wingard most of all, the privilege of being able toafs the
changes.



Recently we have all heard of the rats gettingpodMotuihe and Motuora which makes me nervous. Of
more alarm was the rat found on a ferry leavingaaima for Tiritiri Matangi. It makes me repeat agtion
| have asked of beauracrats before. Why isn’t thezal body rules in place to make it mandatoryaibr
marinas and wharves to have active pest contrgraros in place?

There is now a huge investment in pest free areasd around the gulf. They demand some better
insurance to help keep them that way.

Regards
Will Scarlett

1 May 2008

CONSTRUCTION OF THE TOP AIRFIELD, KAIKOURA ISLAND,
FITZROY HARBOUR, GT. BARRIER ISLAND

Contribution from Sue and Alan Gray, Gt. Barridaigl.
Date: 14 April 1997 to 17 October 1997.

Early one evening Sue and | were at Whangaparapaallect our groceries and the barge
“Tasman” arrived. The barge had some earth mowiaghinery on board:
D6 bulldozer, scraper, digger loader, a small grade an old Holden, etc.

We were introduced to Don Fasher of Orewa andRésdon Foote, a contractor from Tairua, and hipdrel
Colin Nicholson, who were on their way to Kaikotingn by road from the old village to Bradshaws Bay
use the old cottage there as their headquarter®astdrt the airfield construction the next day.

| was asked to do any construction blasting reguifreecessary to progress the development. Thedste
was late due to Resource Consent delays and wdsgdar the ‘no work’ in winter because of run off
silt potential.

| agreed to look at the scene if required to darsibthought no more about it. Some weeks latepliome
rang and Renton was in trouble with a large volcghig in the middle ridge and it had to be remoweti
explosives. | made a visit and assessed the situdtiot a simple job — like a large thumb sticking
Andesite agglomerate, rotten stuff to blast, al&@@ cu.m — good fill but not needed in the middiam
airfield development.

| arranged to get my equipment delivered to Kaikcamd eventually, with Sue’s agreement, took myself
and explosives to the island.

Renton and Colin had set themselves up in theatdge at Bradshaws (Old Home Bay) and had made a
reasonable pad out of a ‘pig’s ear’ scene — no wimedno water, faulty chimney, etc. You namerntat
didn’t work but we all made the best of it- intradal a gen. plant, a calypso hot water gas calipduaht
were able to have a shower at the end of the sitework days.

Cooking was on a 2 burner old cast iron gas rimggtnd | seemed to get most of the cooking joldsgas
home first after my day of drilling and blasting.



It took me nine days to demolish the rotten thumd lawas
pleased when it was time to go home. The west arth-n
west wet, cold wind screamed over the top of Kaikan a
regular basis including much rain. Not good wheadiag
holes and wiring up for blasting. However, | goddne.

The potential for lots more to do re blasting beeapparent as the bulldozer and scraper operadi@d p
the surface down toward the airfield grade pegs. Tamel side of the field at the base of the Camasl
rotten rock to start with and the scraper couldigtit out. Some weeks after | had gone home Iwag by
Renton to come and blast some more rock which seunable to remove.

| thought “Can | do some more in those horribledibans?” but | had left my gear there and explesiin
the magazine on the possibility that this sceneldvoacur.

The rotten rock scraped from the Camel end wasadgpoa the newly formed road from the village to the
cottage at Old Home Bay and is still a good road.

When | returned to Kaikoura and saw the magnitddeeorock removal job on the Camel end of theieltf
I nearly said “No” but got stuck in and with extrerdifficulty spent several weeks before we hadap $or
the winter, beginning to remove the 2 to 3 thousaetres of hard and rotten rock from the area.

We returned to complete the job in August of thmagear when the Resource Consent allowed us $0.do
| had to make three launch trips to Waitawa to inb¢atra detonators and explosives during the jadeng
journey in an 8 knot per hour launch and thanktédVabey family for their skill and assistanceliis
activity. Also, thanks to others who got me onhe tsland — Brent Baker and Paul Francis.

Renton did a magnificent job with an Abney levefitamlly complete a fine facility which | know will
enhance the Fitzroy scene in the future. Thankob Miller and Will Scarlett for the efforts thégve put
in with dedication and considerable amount of peatsacrifice and expense to get the island fanda a
flora predator free in conjunction with the Motuik@ura Trust and DoC.

My special thanks to my darling wife, Sue, who méfdeeasy for me to be away on the island duriranyn
weeks of my involvement with the airfield constinatand a couple of visits with Rod Miller recentiye
had Renton and Colin home at Awana for a numbeisits when the weather was too bad for us to work
there and as a result have made lasting friendstithghem.



There are many facets to this resume as descritegleotos that Rod has recorded from my albumstwihic
am sure are available somewhere.

Sue and | pledge our total support of efforts testablish the original beauty of Motu Kaikouraagslace
to visit. Hopefully Sir Peter Blake’s name will besplayed there in respect of his great achievesient
New Zealand.

It is wonderful to see assets such as Kaikoura renmain New Zealand hands for posterity — money
well and correctly spent.

With aroha,
Sue and Alan Gray.

15 May 2008

Airfield — Today'’s airfield is a
great testament to Alan Gray,
Renton and his team’s blasting of
airfield from such a rugged ridge.
Flying is immensely valuable
even more so to Kaikoura than to
Gt.Barrier itself due to

Kaikoura’s added remoteness.

Rod has now completed his 108
flight having again carried every
imaginable support item for
Kaikoura’s restoration.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED to construct another 50 rat motels. Please coRadtMiller 09 4255612

or emailhellorodmiller@hotmail.com

This month | flew Vodafone and Arrow Internatiom@thnicians to commission the windmill and recogdin
gear on Vodafone site. You can look at the site(fom live data)
http://view?2.fatspaniel.net/Vodafone/HostedEndUsewhtm|?&eid=103633

The reptile flight last weekend brought my totailits to 118. The airfield is a very useful partius
operation.

If you want to take part on any of these flightsaoshared cost basis please contact me.

Rod Miller



Signs

6 track signs were made and put
in place prior to Christmas along
with information brochures and
the island was used quite
extensively over the summer with
people walking across the island
mooring their boats on either
side. Also walking on tracks cut
for deer and rat eradication.
Good walks with great views.
(Junior supporter Rochelle
Austin preparing the signs)

Vodafone’s cell site (photo)
Certainly a magnificent structure
totally self sufficient now run by
solar and wind.

A valuable investment for the
Fitzroy Harbour residents as well
as improving cell and data
services for Kaikoura.

To illustrate the magnitude of the
project 40 cu.metres of concrete
was helicopted from the barge to
the site to supply a secure base
for the wind generator tower.

[ REMEMBER WHEN

In the early sixties | was the Public Health NuvgeGt. Barrier Island. It was not easy — no dostof
carried Merck’s Manual — a doctor’'s manual aboudlice problems and treatment.

In those days the roads were rough, narrow andd&sty. | drove a 4 wheel drive land rover. Thesrev
six telephone exchanges. When they knew that lomasy way, usually at speed, to an emergency they
rang from one area to another and so the residantsever so careful

| also went to Little Barrier island when the narxgssel called to weigh babies.

Then there was Kaikoura Island. | had flown ovethv@apt Ladd and my impression was it seemed to be
guarding the entrance to Fitzroy Harbour. The Rubkalth Nurse’s house was at Port Fitzroy.

There were farmers also living on Kaikoura Island &remember visiting them probably on “The Lady
Jocelyn” which would be distributing stores to thémvould take the opportunity to look into thegdith
needs, especially the children.



When visiting babies in places like Little Barrard Kaikoura Island | weighted them by putting akhmto
the knot at the top — like a sling.

| am now 83 living in Algies Bay and can look attlg Barrier Island and in the distance Gt. Baraed
dream of those hard but exciting days.

Jocelyn Perry

[ REMEMBER WHEN

A CATTLE MUSTER ON KAIKOURA ISLAND

One weekend in 1963 | was invited to help roundame cattle on Selwyn Island, as Kaikoura was often
called then.

Reg Connor was using the place as a “run-off” fauenber of dry stock and it was time to send theitiné
“mainland”.

Reg’s son David and Fred Mabey’s son Murray, anverseg others were on board the “Westwind” when we
set out from Cooper’s jetty in Port Fitzroy.

| was the local school teacher and regarded asplaee hand’ in the weekends! Also out for the’slay
entertainment were several of the older schoollpupick and May Wii’s children.

We arrived at the wharf in Man-of-War passage, aiter some hasty strengthening repairs to the gawdk
we fanned out to see what beasts we could findng3#n absolute greenhand at moving half-wild atsma
which hardly ever saw a human being from one yeartsto the next, my only instructions were to |ook

for myself.

Fortyfive years ago Kaikoura had much more grasgsnaany open spaces. However, the gullies were well
wooded with scrub, manuka and kanuka, so wher¢hdidtock take refuse? Yes, they cunningly hid
themselves and remained quietly still in the degioes. The dogs of course worried the animals anded
them until they burst from cover. At one stage ticerd Murray and David had clambered on top of gehu
boulder, the better to see what was happeningawthistle instructions to their dogs. | was at blase.

Suddenly they yelled at me “Watch out Mac! Watch"ou

An enraged steer pounded into sight from arounddblk and with lowered head charged towards mestl j
had time to pick up the closest piece of wood antffall sideways, swung my weapon across his sKié
wood powdered to dust — it was a completely rotiemch! Fortunately for me the beast was more trgan
escape than attack. Of course the two blokes opfttpe rock roared with laughter. Also, in the kground
were some of my pupils.

The day ended without further incident, with enoagimals corralled for a scow load.

Monday morning at school was news time when wrigimies were called for. One youngster who had
been on the round up headed his report “Sir Oun@ian Bull Fitter” (Fighter)

lan Mackenzie.



S

A bird survey is being carried out 12 — 14 June.
Also reptile survey was carried out 6 - 8 June

To Jacqui Dyer Doc representative on sick leave.
Our best wishes.

MOTU KAIKOURA TRUST SUPPORTERS

ENCOURAGE YOUR FRIENDS TO BECOME SUPPORTERS

Contact: Rosalie Miller
44 Martins Bay Road,
RD2
Warkworth
Email hellorosaliemiller@hotmail.com

Annual donations as a Supporter are tax deductible:

Suggested annual donation Single $20
Family $25
Student $10
Life $250

Name

Address

Email

Phone

My cheque for is ertlose







